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Welcome to USDA e-News, California Edition, a multi-agency newsletter 
providing California’s producers and other interested parties 

with current information. 

 
In this issue: Featured Item | Updates | Funding Opportunities | Reports & Publications | 

Other Activities & Events | About Us |Contact Us 

Updates 
Sales Closing Date Nears for Crop Insurance Programs 

Sales closing dates for several crop insurance programs are almost here. Please make sure to sign 
up, review, or change your crop policy before these dates have passed. The last day to buy or 
change your policy for Cultivated Wild Rice for Lassen, Modoc and Shasta counties, Mint for winter 
coverage option, and Wheat for winter option in Lassen, Modoc, Shasta, and Siskiyou counties is 
September 30, 2014. For more information contact your agent or you can find an agent on the 
RMA website. 

Application Closing Dates Near for 2015 Non-Insured Crop Disaster 
Assistance Program (NAP)  
2015 NAP Application Closing dates for several crops are fast approaching. Please make sure to 
file an Application for Coverage and pay the service fee for your crop policy before these dates 
have passed. October 1, 2014 is the last day to buy coverage for strawberries, onions and fall 
planted garlic. For more information, please contact your local Farm Service Agency Office.  

FSA Begins Notifying Producers of Crop Bases, Yields and Planting 
History for Safety Net Programs 

In preparation to begin the new safety net programs established by the 2014 Farm Bill, farmers 
and landowners on farms with a history of growing covered commodities (crops including 
barley, wheat, corn, rice, safflower and sunflower) recently received a letter with information 

http://www.rma.usda.gov/tools/agent.html
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about their farm.  The information provided included the planting history, bases and yields. More 
information about the letter is in the news release.  

Funding Opportunities 
Grants Available to Increase Economic Opportunity in Rural Areas 
USDA Rural Development announced almost $6 million in grant funds is available for eligible 
nonprofits, public bodies or federal recognized tribes through the Rural Community 
Development Initiative (RCDI). Funds are provided to qualified intermediaries, and do not go 
directly to business recipients.  Applications must be submitted by November 12, 2014.  For 
more information on the program, view the Notice in the August 13, 2014 Federal Register or 
contact Christina Swegles at 760-948-4138 or christina.swegles@ca.usda.gov.   

Disaster Assistance Programs Still Available  

Farm Service Agency (FSA) has a variety of programs available to help farmers and ranchers 
impacted by disasters, including the state's drought.  The sign-up for all the Livestock Disaster 
Programs started on April 15, 2014.  Click on the programs below for additional details, or visit 
the FSA Disaster Assistance Program Complete details on FSA Disaster Assistance can be found 
at: http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/webapp?area=home&subject=diap&topic=landing. 

• Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP) provides compensation to eligible livestock 
producers who have suffered grazing losses due to drought or fire with retroactive 
authority to cover eligible losses back to Oct. 1, 2011.  Sign-up ends on January 30, 
2015.  

UPDATE: Beginning October 1, 2014 USDA will implement a 7.3% reduction to LFP. 
Producers who have scheduled appointments with their local FSA office before Oct. 1, even 
if the appointment occurs after Oct. 1 will not see reductions in disaster relief they receive. 
USDA encourages producers to register, request an appointment or begin a Livestock Forage 
Disaster Program application with their county FSA office before October 1, 2014, to lock 
in the current zero percent sequestration rate. FSA offers an online registration tool that 
enables applicants to put their names on an electronic list before the deadline, and is an 
alternative to visiting or contacting a county office. To place a name on the electronic LFP 
list visit http://www.fsa.usda.gov/disaster-register. 
• Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) provides compensation to eligible livestock 

producers who have suffered livestock death losses in excess of normal mortality due to 
adverse weather and attacks by animals reintroduced into the wild by the federal 
government or protected by federal law, including wolves and avian predators with 
retroactive authority to cover eligible livestock losses back to Oct. 1, 2011.  Sign-up 
ends on January 30, 2015.  

• Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honey Bees, and Farm-Raised Fish (ELAP) 
provides emergency assistance to eligible producers of livestock, honeybees and farm-
raised fish for losses not covered by LFP and LIP.  For program years 2012 and 2013 
sign-up ends on August 15, 2014. For program year 2014, sign-up ends on 
November 1, 2014. 

• Tree Assistance Program (TAP) provides financial assistance to qualifying orchardists 
and nursery tree growers to replant or rehabilitate eligible trees, bushes and vines 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/newsReleases?area=newsroom&subject=landing&topic=ner&newstype=newsrel&type=detail&item=nr_20140801_rel_0132.html
http://www.nass.usda.gov/Statistics_by_State/California/Publications/Fruits_and_Nuts/Olives_2014.asp
mailto:christina.swegles@ca.usda.gov
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/webapp?area=home&subject=diap&topic=landing
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/newsReleases?area=newsroom&subject=landing&topic=pfs&newstype=prfactsheet&type=detail&item=pf_20140214_distr_en_lfp.html
http://askfsa.custhelp.com/app/disaster-register
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/newsReleases?area=newsroom&subject=landing&topic=pfs&newstype=prfactsheet&type=detail&item=pf_20140415_distr_en_lip.html
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/newsReleases?area=newsroom&subject=landing&topic=pfs&newstype=prfactsheet&type=detail&item=pf_20111011_distr_en_elaphn.html
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/newsReleases?area=newsroom&subject=landing&topic=pfs&newstype=prfactsheet&type=detail&item=pf_20140415_distr_en_tap14.html
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damaged by natural disasters with retroactive authority to cover eligible losses back to 
Oct. 1, 2011.  Sign-up ends on January 30, 2015.  

• Farm Storage Facility Loan Program (FSFL) provides low-interest financing for 
producers to build or upgrade farm storage and handling facilities.  The program was 
enhanced to include 23 new categories of eligible equipment for fruit and vegetable 
producers, and makes it easier for farmers and ranchers around the country to finance the 
equipment they need to grow and expand.  The maximum loan amount is $500,000. 

Reports and Publications 
NASS Reports 

California Walnut Objective Measurement Report (09/05/2014) 
Navel Orange Objective Measurement Report (09/11/2014)  
Crop Production (09/11/2014) 
Land Values and Cash Rents (09/15/2014) 
Field Crop Review (09/19/2014)  
Livestock Review (09/29/2014) 
Poultry Report (09/30/2014)  
Olive Inventory (09/30/2014) 

Other Activities & Events 
Webinar – Country of Origin Labeling, The Basics 
USDA's Agricultural Marketing Service (AMS) will present a live, one hour, interactive 
webinar, “Country of Origin Labeling - The Basics” on Thursday, September 25, 2014 at 
11:00 a.m. Pacific Time. This webinar is free and available to anyone with Internet access.  
However, space is limited and you must register to participate.  To register, visit 
https://amsfv.webex.com/amsfv/onstage/g.php?t=a&d=664126653. If you have any questions 
about the webinar series or USDA’s Agricultural Marketing Service, please contact Christopher 
Purdy at (202) 720-3209 or christopher.purdy@ams.usda.gov. 

NASS Needs Your Input  
The National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS) is soliciting suggestions for changes to the 
Census of Agriculture.  All submissions are time sensitive and must be received no later than 
September 30, 2014.  Suggestions must be submitted in writing and preferably with this 
internet-based form. http://www.agcensus.usda.gov/Contact Us/Census Program Input Form/ .  
If you need to reference the 2012 Census report forms, click here.  Written suggestions may also 
be sent to: 

Census Content Team 
Room 6451,  
1400 Independence Ave, SW 
Washington, DC 20250 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/newsReleases?area=newsroom&subject=landing&topic=pfs&newstype=prfactsheet&type=detail&item=pf_20140310_frnln_en_prg.html
http://www.nass.usda.gov/Statistics_by_State/California/Publications/Fruits_and_Nuts/Objective_Measurement/index.asp
http://www.nass.usda.gov/Statistics_by_State/California/Publications/Fruits_and_Nuts/Objective_Measurement/index.asp
http://www.nass.usda.gov/Statistics_by_State/California/Publications/Other_Files/Crop_Production/index.asp
http://www.nass.usda.gov/Statistics_by_State/California/Publications/Other_Files/201409lndvlscshrnts.pdf
http://www.nass.usda.gov/Statistics_by_State/California/Publications/Field_Crops/Review/index.asp
http://www.nass.usda.gov/Statistics_by_State/California/Publications/Livestock/Review/index.asp
http://www.nass.usda.gov/Statistics_by_State/California/Publications/Poultry/Review/index.asp
http://www.nass.usda.gov/Statistics_by_State/California/Publications/Fruits_and_Nuts/Olives_2014.asp
https://amsfv.webex.com/amsfv/onstage/g.php?t=a&d=664126653
mailto:christopher.purdy@ams.usda.gov
http://www.agcensus.usda.gov/Contact_Us/Census_Program_Input_Form/
http://www.agcensus.usda.gov/Help/Report_Form_and_Instructions/2012_Report_Form/
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About Us 
 
Agricultural Marketing Service (AMS) 
• Find a Program 
 
Farm Service Agency (FSA) 
• When Disaster Strikes 
• Managing Credit Needs 
• Commodity Support 
• Direct/Counter-Cyclical and Revenue Programs 
• Energy 
• Conservation 

 
Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) 
• Conservation 
• Financial Assistance and Easement Programs 

National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS) 
• Census of Agriculture 
• Agriculture Surveys 

Risk Management Agency (RMA) 
• Crop Insurance Programs 
• Funding Opportunities 
• Risk Management Education & Outreach 

 
Rural Development (RD) 
• Overview of Programs 

Contact Us 
If you would like to receive a copy of future newsletters or if you have relevant information for 
California producers that you want to include in a future issue of this newsletter, please email 
one of the contacts listed below. Please be advised that not all activities may be published. 

Agricultural Marketing Service (AMS)  
Rose Aguayo, Assistant Regional Director 
559-487-5901 
Rose.Aguayo@ams.usda.gov 

Farm Service Agency (FSA) 
Dave Schaad, Acting State Executive Director 
530-792-5539 
David.Schaad@ca.usda.gov 

Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) 
Luana Kiger, Special Assistant 

http://www.ams.usda.gov/AMSv1.0/ams.fetchTemplateData.do?template=TemplateN&navID=FindanAMSProgram&rightNav1=FindanAMSProgram&topNav=Home&leftNav=&page=FindanAMSProgram&resultType=&acct=AMSPW
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/webapp?area=home&subject=diap&topic=landing
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/webapp?area=home&subject=fmlp&topic=landing
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/webapp?area=home&subject=coop&topic=landing
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/webapp?area=home&subject=dccp&topic=landing
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/webapp?area=home&subject=ener&topic=landing
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/webapp?area=home&subject=copr&topic=landing
http://www.ca.nrcs.usda.gov/farmers.html
http://www.ca.nrcs.usda.gov/programs/
http://www.agcensus.usda.gov/
http://www.nass.usda.gov/Surveys/
http://www.rma.usda.gov/aboutrma/fields/ca_rso/
http://www.rma.usda.gov/aboutrma/agreements/
http://www.rma.usda.gov/calendar/current.html
http://www.rurdev.usda.gov/Publications/CA-QuickReferenceGuide.pdf
http://www.ams.usda.gov/AMSv1.0/
mailto:Rose.Aguayo@ams.usda.gov
http://www.fsa.usda.gov/FSA/stateoffapp?mystate=ca&area=home&subject=landing&topic=landing
mailto:David.Schaad@ca.usda.gov
http://www.ca.nrcs.usda.gov/
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530-792-5661 
Luana.Kiger@ca.usda.gov 

Reina Rogers, American Indian Liaison 
530-283-7513 
Reina.Rogers@ca.usda.gov  

National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS) 
Kelly Krug, Deputy Director 
916-498-5161 Ext 106 
Kelly.Krug@nass.usda.gov 

Risk Management Agency (RMA) 
Sandy Sanchez, Deputy Director 
530-792-5870 
Sandy.Sanchez@rma.usda.gov 

Rural Development (RD) 
Karen Firestein, Business & Cooperative Programs Specialist 
530-792-5829 
Karen.Firestein@ca.usda.gov 

Janice Waddell, Native American Coordinator 
530-792-5810 
Janice.Waddell@ca.usda.gov 

 
 
 

USDA is an Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer. 
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